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Federal Highway Administration 

Seasonal Theme Program Materials: Fall
DJ Dialogue Suggestions and Vanpool Song
For radio DJs to read on air to stimulate fun conversations among their listeners about carpooling.

Carpooling and ride sharing save money, time, and stress and help reduce traffic congestion and air pollution.  

· Congestion cost U.S. travelers 3.7 billion hours of delay and 2.3 billion gallons of wasted fuel, which was worth $63.1 billion. (Texas Transportation Institute, 2005; http://mobility.tamu.edu/.)

· Carpooling, using transit, walking, or bicycling—just one day a week for a year—can save the typical commuter about 1,200 miles on their vehicle and hundreds of dollars in total driving costs every year (U.S. Department of Transportation’s Bureau of Transportation Statistics and the American Automobile Association); for more information and/or to get figure updates, please visit the American Automobile Association at:  http://www.aaaexchange.net/Main/Default.asp?CategoryID=3&SubCategoryID=9&ContentID=23&SearchString=driving+costs) 
· Every time one person shares a ride, they’re helping to reduce emissions from cars by about half.

The following questions are designed for DJ’s to use to spur a dialogue with their listeners on the fun of carpooling.  They can be used as conversation starters or in a contest rewarding callers with the best stories.

· If you could carpool with any 3 people living or dead, whom would you pick?

· Would you rather carpool in a sports car because it'd look cool or a minivan because it'd be more comfortable?

· Is it rude to sleep in your carpool?

· What is the best game you've ever played while carpooling?

· Who is your favorite carpool driver and why?

· How do you pass the time if you're not driving your carpool?  By reading, listening to music, or making faces at other carpoolers (non-carpoolers)?

· Who gets to pick the radio station in your carpool?

· How do you determine who gets to ride “shotgun” in your carpool?  

· What’s your favorite carpool breakfast food? 

· What song best describes your carpool partners: “Simply the Best,” “Hit the Road Jack,” or “If I Could Turn Back Time”?

· What is the funniest experience you've ever had in a carpool?

· Have you ever dated someone from your carpool?

· Have you ever lied to someone in your carpool about his or her bad haircut or ugly outfit?

Here is a vanpool song that a radio personality could sing to kick off a contest!

Richmond/DC Van Pool Song

(Sung to the Tune of “Camp Granada.”  Words by Connie Hill, 1999.)

Here’s a song about our vanpool,


And its travels back and forth to,

That great center of our nation.

When we get there we all go to Union Station.

Every day we’re on the highway,

Starting Monday, straight through Friday.

Yes we travel rain or sunny,

Motivated by the need to make some money!

Our vanpool is quite eclectic.

Lots of stories we’ve collected.

I think we are an amusing crew.

I’ll only mention one or two.

There is Johnny.  He’s from Hopewell.

Wrestling stories, he loves to tell.

Wrestling makes him quite elated.

Even he admits he’s discombobulated.

Jean’s a sweetheart, people-pleaser,

Doesn’t mind when, we all tease her.

Like the time when we were leaving,

And she stopped the van with loud and piercing screaming.

There is Jackie, our debater.

Some folks love her.  Others hate her.

And John Durkin loves his cookies.

Now we’ve added Chris and Kim, they are our rookies.

Thomas is our fastest driver.

He drives better than McGuyver.

And his record has no rival.

I suppose because each day he reads his Bible.

Also Bryan, he’s well rounded.

Avid reader, seems well grounded.

Bob is leaving.  Won’t be long now.

Will he miss us?  Well, quite frankly, I don’t see how.

There are others who do dare,

To pay ten dollars – that’s the fare,

To ride one way … And they know that, 

when they get there “It all adds up to cleaner air!”
In our travels, we see others,

Carpool sisters, Vanpool brothers.

It’s our own small contribution,

In the battle to reduce the air pollution.


